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PREFACE 

I 

In  recent  years  much  interest  has  been  shown  In  the  so— 
called  historical  novel.    Of  these  there  are  various  kinds,  those 
which  describe  people  of  interest,  those  which  describe  places  or 
events  of  history  and  those  which  do  neither,  but  rather  show  the 
atmosphere  and  spirit  of  the  time.    Not  all  of  the  many  historical 
novels  which  have  been  written  to  satisfy  the  demand  are  of  value 
historically.    By  being  of  no  value  historically  is  meant  that  they 
I  are  inaccurate,  making  false  statements  of  events  or  even  sometimes 
placing  characters  in  the  environment  of  another  period.     These  are 

'j  to  be  avoided,  for  a  misrepresentation  is  a  positive  harm.  Of  course 

■I 

tj  the  author  must  have  some  scope  for  his  imagination  but  he  can  have 
this  and  still  be  historically  accurate.    He  should  be  very  familiar 

j  with  the  history  of  the  period  of  which  he  writes. 

From  this  wealth  of  material,  good  and  bad,  it  has  been 

j    the  object 'of  this  list  to  select  a  fev/  good  novels  and  show  their 

!   historical  interest  and  value.     The  basis  of  the  selection  has  been 
primarily  the  historical  accuracy  of  the  book.    At  the  same  time 
however,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  include  books  that  give  the 
general  tone  of  the  period  and  describe  the  life  in  an  interesting 

[   manner.     The  list  is  confined  to  the  Tudor  period  of  English  hist- 

j   ory  which  includes  among  its  sovereigns  Henry  VIII  and  his  politic 
daughter  Elizabeth,     It  may  prove  useful  to  students  of  English  hist- 

I   ory  as  a  supplementary  list  or  to  a  general  reader  vjishing  to  become 
familiar  with  some  of  the  great  characters  of  the  time,      as  an  in- 
troduction to'  this  period,  if  such  material  were  desired, 


Stevenson,  Robert  Louis, 

The  Black  Arrow, 
Church,  Rev,  Alfred  John. 

Chantry  priest  of  Barnet;  a  tale  of  the  two  Roses, 
might  be  suggested. 

Each  Vi/ork  included  in  the  list  has  one  of  the  following 

features: 

a.  An  historical  personage  introduced  as  a  speaking  character 

or  described. 

b.  An  historical  event  described;  e.g.  Battle  of  Langside„ 

The  Abbott. 

c.  An  historical  town,  city  or  place  described;  e.g.  London 

Tower,     Tower  of  London, 

d.  Positive  and  tolerably  minute  description  of  the  society 

and  manners  of  the  period;  e.g.    Life  of  the  Armourers, 
The  Armourer's  Prentices, 
The  leading  characters  of  the  novel,  whether  appearing  in 
only  a  few  chapters  or  throughout  the  entire  work,  have  "pas" 
(for  passim)  after  their  names.     Any  historical  person  introduced 
cursorily  will  have  "cur"  to  indicate  the  extent  to  which  he  appears 
in  the  work.    Any  person  appearing  in  only  one  place  has  the  number 
of  the  chapter  given.    Historical  events  are  treated  similarly. 
The  above  outline  is  that  used  by  Mr,  John  Thompson  of  the  Free 
library  of  Philadelphia  who  is  preparing  a  Dictionary  of  Historical 
Fiction, 

A,  D,  S, 
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Author:        Cowper,  Frank. 
Title:  Captain  of  the  wight. 

Period:  1488, 
Historical  personages: 

Cheney,  Sir  John,  chap, 29. 

Lisle,  Sir  John,  cur. 

Orange,  Prince  of,  chap, 25, 

Orleans,  Duke  of,  chap. 25, 

Willoughby,  Sir  Rohert,  Lord  Broke,  chap. 29. 
Woodville,  Sir  Edward,  pas. 
Historical  events: 

Coronation  of  Elizabeth,  Henry  VII 's  queen,  chap. 22, 
Battle  of  St,  Auhin  du  Cornier,  chap, 25. 
Town,  city  or  place: 

Isle  of  Wight: 

Carisbrooke  Castle, 
London, 
Brittany: 

St.  Aubin  du  Cornier. 

St.  Malo. 
Society  &  manners  of  the  period, 

Henry  VII ' s  policy  in  regard  to  France, 

Tournaments . 

Hawking, 

Arms  &  armour  of  the  time. 

Training  of  knights  as  pages. 

Life  of  noble. 
Chivalry. 


I 

( 


Critical  estimate: 

One  of  those  ideal  construe ticns  of  the  a/^e  of 
chivalry  Mihich  throw  around  them  a  halo  never  actually 
existing,    Mr.  Cowper's  tale  belongs  among  the  most  suc- 
cessful of  these  attempts. 

Literary  World . 

10  Nov.  1S88,  19:386 
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Author: 


Yonge,  Chariot te  Mary, 


Title: 


Th<i  Armourer's  Prentices, 


Period: 


1515-1522, 


Historical 


personages: 


Eoleyn,  Anne,  bk,  2,  chap, 10, 

Charles  V,  Emperor  of  Holy  Roman  Empire,  ■bk,2,  chap, 8, 

Colet,  John,  cur, 

Croravi^ell,  Thomas,  'bk.2,  chap. 10, 

Erasmus,  bk,l,chap ,10, 

Francis  I,  King  of  France,  hk, 2, chap ,10, 
Henry  VII I,  King,  cur, 

Howard,  Henry,  Earl  of  Surry,  hk, 2, chap, 4, 

Howard,  Thomas,  3rd, Puke  of  Norfolk,  hk, 2, chap, 10. 

Katharine  of  Arragon,  hk, 2, chap. 5, 

More,  Sir  Thomas  &  family,  cur, 

Wolsey,  Thomas,  Archbishop  of  York,  cur. 


Installation  of  Thorns. s  Wolsey  as  Cardinal,  bk.l , chap .13, 
Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold,  bk, 2, chap, 7, 
Death  of  Colet,  bk.2,  chap, 7, 

Sir  Thomas  More  made  Lord  Chancellor,  bk.2,  chap. 10, 

Fall  of  Wolsey,  bk,  2,  chap, 10, 

Death  of  Y/olsey,  bk.2,  chap. 10. 

Execution  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  bk.2,  chap. 11. 


Historical 


events: 


Tovm,  city 


or  place: 


Uew  Forest. 


London  &  vicinity. 


_4- 

Society  &  manners  of  the  period: 
Religious  feeling. 
Binding  of  apprentices. 
Guilds  &  rivalry  between  them. 
Highway  robberies. 

Costume  of  burgher  matron,  bk,l,  chap, 5, 
Tournament,  bk,l,  chap, 11, 
Bowmanship  tests,  bk,2,  chap.l, 

"Hatred  of  foreigners  &  uprising  against  them,  bk.2>chap,4 
Newgate  prison,  bk,2,  chap, 4, 
Inn  near  Windsor,  bk,2,  chap, 6, 
Life  of  court  jester. 
Life  of  alderman. 
Critical  estimate: 

In  historical  romance  no  one  would  deny,  I  sup- 
pose, that  Miss  Yonge's  power  of  recreating  the  atmos- 
phere of  by-gone  centuries  in  a  few  words  is  extroardi- 
narily  vivid;  the  authors  of  Kenilvi/orth  and  Esmond  were 
not  greater  artists  in  this  respect. . .and  I  doubt  whether 
Scott  himself  ranged  over  a  wider  field  hf  history, 

Fortnightly  Review, 
1  May ^'01,  75:855. 


Author: 


Rathbone,  Mrs,  M.  Anne  (Manning). 


Title: 


The  household  of  Sir  Thomas  More, 


Period: 


1522-1535, 


i  Historical  personages: 


Boleyn,  Anne,  cur, 
Erasmus,  pas, 
Henry  VIII,  King,  cur, 
Holhein,  Sept.  1528, 

Howard,  Thomas,  3rd,Iiuke  of  Norfolk,  cur, 
Linacre,  Thomas,  June  29,  1522. 
Luther,  Martin,  June  24,  1522. 

Manners,  Thomas,  1st, Earl  of  Rutland,  Oct, 1524, 
More,  Sir  Thomas  &  family,  pas, 
Pole,  Reginald,  June  21,  1522, 
Wolsey,  Cardinal,  cur. 


More's  embassade  to  Camhray,  June  1530, 
Pall  of  Cardinal  Wolsey,  June  1530, 
More  made  Lord  Chancellor,  June  1530, 
His  resignation,  Aug, -1532,  . 
Committed  to  the  tower,  Apr, 15,  1534, 
Death,  July  1535, 

Henry  VIII 's  ma.rriage  with  Anne  Bolejrn, 
Refusal  of  More  to  sign  oath  of  supremacy. 


Historical  events: 


Town,  city  or  place: 


Chelsea, 


London, 


-6- 

Soclety  &  manners  of  the  period: 

Intimacy  of  king  with  favorites. 

Home  life  of  a  nobleman. 
Critical  estimate: 

We  can  give  the  work  unqualified  praise  for  the 

pleasant  and  tolerably  accurate  pictures  which  it  affords 

of  the  domestic  manners  of  the  period, 

Atheneum  No,  1264.  (referred 
to  in  Allibone^  Dictionary 
of  Authors) • 


REIGNS 
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Author: 


Ainsworth,  William  Harrison, 


Title: 


Constable  of  the  Tower. 


Period: 


1547-1549, 


Historical  personages: 


Ashley,  Mrs  Catharine,  cur. 

Blagge,  Sir  George,  cur. 

Brown,  Sir  Anthony,  tok.l,  chap.l. 

Butts,  Sir  William,  cur, 

Cheke,  Sir  John,  cur. 

Cox,  JDr,  Richard,  cur, 

Craniner,  Thomas,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  cur, 
Dudley,  John,  Earl  of  Warwick,  pas, 
Dymoke,  Sir  John,  bk,2,  chap, 7, 
Edward  VI,  King,  pas, 
Elizabeth  Tudor,  Princess,  pas, 

Eranklin,  Dr.  William,  Dean  of  Winsor,  bk.l,  chap, 19, 
Gage,  Sir  John,  pas, 
Gardiner,  Stephen,  cur. 

Grey,  Henry,  Duke  of  Suffolk  &  3rd. Marquis  of  Dorset »pas.  J| 

Grey,  Lady  Jane,  pas. 

Henry  VIII,  King,  prologue, 

Howard,  Henry,  Earl  of  Surrey,  prologue, 

Howard,  Thomas,  3rd, Duke  of  Norfolk,  cur, 

Latimer,  Hugh,  cur,  ; 

Mary  Tudor,  Princess,  pas, 

Paget,  Sir  William,  pas.  || 
Parr,  Catharine,  Queen,  pas,  ' 
Paulet,  William,  Baron  St.  John,  cur. 
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Rich,  Sir  Richard,  cur, 

Seymour,  Edv-ard,  Duke  of  Hertford,  Lord  Protector,  pas. 
Seymour,  Sir  Thomas,  pas, 
Sharington,  Sir  William,  bk.3. 
"Wriothesley ,  Henry,  Earl  of  Southampton,  cur. 
Historical  events: 

Death  of  Henry  VIII,  prologue, 

Execution  of  Earl  of  Surrey,  prologue,  chap, 5, 

Accession  of  Edward  VI,  bk,l,  chap, 2, 

Earl  of  Hertford  made  Lord  Protector,  bk,l,  chap, 3, 

Continued  imprisonment  of  Duke  of  Norfolk, 

Burial  of  Henry  VIII,  hk,l, 

Marria.ge  of  Lord  Seymour  to  Q,ueen  Catharine  Parr ,"bk,2,c ,4 
Coronation  of  Edward  VI,  "bk,2,  chap, 6, 

Removal  of  ¥/riothesley  from  office  &  confinement  at  Ely 
House,  bk,2,  chap, 8, 

Lord  Seymour's  plot  for  the  usurpation  of  the  pov^er. 
Battle  of  Pinkey,  bk,3,  chap.l. 
Death  of  Queen  Catharine  Parr,  bk,3,  chap, 3, 
Lord  Seymour's  arrest,  bk,3,  chap, 10, 
His  execution,  bk,4,  chap, 6, 
Town,  city  or  place, 

London  &  vicinity. 

Society  &  manners  of  the  period: 

Knighting,  bk.l,  chap. 4, 

Conferring  of  nevi;  peerages  after  death  of  Henry  VIII, 
bk,  2,  chap, 3. 


( 
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Challenge  threat  of  King's  champion,  bk,2,  chap, 7, 
Banquets  by  nobles,  bk,2,  chaplll. 
Royal  banquet  at  coronation^  bk,2,  chap, 7, 
Court  life  &  dress. 
Duelling,  bk.2,  chap, 10. 
Critical  estimate: 

See  p.  11, 


-10- 

Author:        Ainsworth,  William  Harrison, 
Title:  The  tovwer  of  London. 

Period:  1553-1554. 
Historical  personages: 

Ascham,  Roger,  bk.2,  chap, 37, 

Bedingf eld ,  Sir  Henry,  cur. 

Bonner,  Edmund,  bk.2,  chap.l, 

Bradford,  Sir  John,  bk.2,  chap, 41, 

Cecil,  Sir  William,  Lord  Burleigh,  bk.l,  chap. 16. 

Clinton,  EdMvard  Fiennes  de,  9th, Lord  Clinton,  bk,l>chap,7 

Courtney,  Edward,  pas, 

Cranmer,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  cur, 

Dudley,  Lady  Jane  (Grey),  pas, 

Dudley,  John,  Duke  of  Northumberland,  p:.s. 

Elizabeth,  Princess,  pas. 

Gage,  Sir  John,  bk,2,  chap, 5, 

Gardiner,  Stephen,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  cur. 

Grey,  Henry,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  cur, 

Herbert,  Henry,  2nd, Duke  of  Pembroke,  cur, 

Mary  Tudor,  Q,uecn,  pas, 

Noailles,  Antoine  de,  cur, 

Ridley,  Nicholas,  Bishop  of  London,  bk,l,  chap,l, 
Underhill,  Edward,  The  hot-gospeller,  cur. 
Winter,  Sir  Yvilliam,  Admiral,  bk,2,  chap, 29. 
Wyat,  Sir  Thomas,  cur. 
Historical  events: 

Accession  of  Lady  Jane  Grey,  ok.l. 
Deposition  &  flight,  bk.l. 


-11- 

Aco'esaion  of  Mary,  bk,2. 

Imprisonment  of  Lade  Jane  Grey,  bk,2,  chap. 2. 
Arraifjnment  &  execution  of  Duke  of  Nor  thumb  tir  land , 

bk,,?,  chap, 5-7, 
Mary's  marriage  with  Phillip  of  Spain, 
Insurrection  of  Sir  Thomas  Wyat,  bk,2. . 
Siege  of  To\wer,  bk.2,  chap,r;9. 
Lady  Jane  Grey's  surrender,  bk,2,  chap, 37, 
Imprisonment  of  Princess  Elizabeth,  bk.2,  chap, 38, 
Execution  of  Lady  Jane  Grey,  bk.2,  chap. 4^. 
Town,  city  or  place: 
London, 

Society  &  manners  of  the  period: 

Imprisonment  in  dungeons. 
Intrigues  of  nobles. 
Duelling, 

Masques  given  by  nobles  to  the  Queen, 
Torture -chamber  &  methods  of  torture. 
Religious  zeal. 

Life  of  rulers  &  nobles  in  court. 
Critical  estimate: 
,  The  charm  of  Ainsv/orth' s  novels  is  not  at  all 

dependent  upon  the  analysis  of  motives  or  subtle  des- 
cription  of  character.    Of  this  he  has  little  or  noth- 
ing,  but  he  realizes  vividly  a  scene  or  an  incident  and 
conveys  the  impression  with  great  force  and  directness 
to  the  reader's  mind. 

Dictionary  of  National  Biography, 
1885,  1:198, 
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Author: 


"Weyman,  Stanley  G, 


Title: 


The  story  of  Francis  Cludde. 


Period: 


1555-1558. 


Historical 


pt^rsonages: 


Alasco,  John,  chap, 17. 
Berkeley,  Sir  Maurice,  chap. 4. 
Bertie,  Richard,  pas. 

Bertie,  Peregrine,  Lord  V/illoughby  de  Eresby,  pas, 
Cecil,  Sir  William,  chap. 24. 

De  Eresby,  Katherine  Willoughby,  Duchess  of  Suffolk, pas. 
De  Feria,  Count,  chap. 20. 
Delaware,  Lord,  chap. 18. 

« 

Elizabeth,  Q,ueen. 
Gardiner,  Stephen,  cur. 

Granvelle,  Cardinal  de  (Antoine-Perrenot) . 
Mary  Tudor,  Q,ueen. 
Penruddooke,  Sir  Thomas,  cur. 
Sigismund  III,  King  of  Poland,  chap. 17. 
William,  Duke  of  Cleves,  cur. 


Escape  of  Protestant  nobles  from  England. 
Spanish  rule  in  Holland, 
Treatment  of  reformers, 
De-ath  of  Q,ueen  Mary,  chap, 22, 
Accession  of  Q,ueen  Elizabeth, 
Penruddocke • s  plot. 


Historical 


e  V  en  t  s : 


i 
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Town,  city  or  place: 
London , 
Stratford. 
St,  Albans, 
Holland: 
Dort . 

Santon,  • 
Germany: 

Wesel, 

Winnheim, 
Poland: 

Wilna, 

Cracony, 

Society  &  manners  of  the  period: 

Persistence  of  Catholics  in  their  religion. 
Bestowing  nObility, 
Use  of  spies. 

Description  of  Dutch  home  life. 
Description  of  an  English  tavern. 
Home  life  in  an  English  country  house. 
Critical  estimate: 

This  historic  novel  is  full  of  spirited  adven- 
ture.    Its  boldness  and  bloodiness  are  sure  to  win  it 
vjelcome  from  young  people.     Its  h^Imor  and  faithful  ob- 
servance of  old  English  style  of  writing,  and  its  care- 
ful adherence  to  historic  events  and  localities  will 

recommend  it  to  all  ^jvho  are  fond  of  historic  novels. 

Literary  World, 

19  Dec, 1891,  22:495 


REIGN  OJ'  ELIZABETH 


Autlior:        Scott,  Sir  Walter,  bart. 
I  Title:  KenilwortTi. 
Period:  1575. 
Historical  pt:;rsonaRes; 

Burleigh,  Lord,  chap. 40, 

Elizabeth,  Queen,  pas. 

Foster,  Anthony,  pas, 

Lambourne,  Michael,  pas. 

Laneham,  Robert,  chap, 17  , 

Leicester,  Earl  of,  pas. 

Raleigh,  Sir  Walter,  pas, 

Robsart,  Amy,  pas. 

Shakespeare,  chap. 17. 

Spenser,  Edmund,  chap, 17, 

Sussex,  Earl  of,  pas. 

Shrewsbury,  Lord,  chap. 40, 

Varney,  Richard,  pas, 

Walsingham,  Sir  Francis,  chap. 44, 
Historical  events: 

Queen's  progress  to  Kenilworth,  cur. 

Knighthood  honors  bestowed,  chap, 32, 

Queen's  council,  chaps,  16,  17  &  40, 

Death  of  Countess  of  Leicester,  chap, 41, 

I  Town,  city  or  place: 

Cumnor,  pas. 
Greemvich,  chap. 15, 
Kenilworth,  pas, 
Lidcot  Hall,  chap. 12. 
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Says  Court,  chap, 14, 

"WTiite  horae  val"e,  chap, 9, 

"Woodstock,  chap. 7. 
Society  &  mr.nners  of  the  period: 

Court  life,  pas, 

England  under  Elizabeth,  pas. 

Struggle  of  courtiers  for  Queen's  favor,  pas. 
Critical  estimate: 

Kenilworth  is  remarkable  for  an  uncommon  unity 

in  design  and  for  the  close  relation  of  the  characters 

to  the  story,,.  In  the  art  and  beauty  of  the  composition 

it  is  evidently  superior  to  most  of  those  novels  which 

have  come  before  it  from  the  same  pen, 

Blackwoods'  Edinburgh  Magazine , 
Jan,  1821,  8:435. 

Kenilut/orth  was  one  of  the  most  successful  of 
them  all  at  the  time  of  its  publication  and  it  continues, 
and  I  doubt  not  will  ever  continue  to  be  placed  in  the 
very  highest  rank  of  prose  fiction.     The  rich  variety  of 
character  and  scenery  and  incident  in  this  novel  has 
never  been  surpassed;  nor^  with  the  one  exception  of  the 
Bride  of  Lammermoa>r,  has  Scott  bequeathed  us  a  deeper  and 
more  affecting  tragedy  than  that  of  Amy  Robsart, 

Lockhart.  Life  of  Scott, p, 444 
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Au  thor: 


Kingsley,  Charles, 


Title: 


Westward  hoj 


Period: 


1575-1538, 


Historical 


personages: 


Carey,  Henry,  Lord  Hunsdun,  chap. 2. 
Chichester,  Sir  John,  cur. 

Clifford,  George,  Earl  of  CumlDerland ,  chap. 16. 

Davis,  John,  chap. 30. 

De  Wilton,  Lord  Grey. 

Drake,  Francis,  pas, 

Elizabeth,"  Queen,  pas. 

Feston,  Edward,  chap, 30. 

Fortescue,  Sir  John,  cur, 

Frohisher,  Martin,  chap, 30. 

Gilbert,  Sir  Humphrey,  pas, 

Grenvil,  Sir  Richard,  pas, 

Hakluyt,  Richard,  chap, 16, 

Harvey,  Gabriel,  chap, 9, 

Hawkins,  Sir  John,  pas, 

Hawkins,  Sir  Richard,'  cur. 

Howard,  Lord  Charles,  cur, 

Jenkinson,  Anthony,  chap. 16. 

Lane,  Ralf,  chap. 28. 

Mary  Stuart,  0,ueen  of  Scotts,  chap. 28, 
Oxenhara,  John,  cur, 
Pizarro,  Francisco,  chap. 25, 
Raleigh,  Sir  Walter,  pas,  * 
Saunders,  Nicholas,  chap, 10, 


I 

( 
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Sidney,  Sir  Philip,  cur, 
Southwell,  Sir  Robert,  chap. 30, 
Spenser,  Edmund,  cur. 
Stukely,  Sir  Thomas,  cur. 
Historical  events: 

3att:^e  with  the  Great  Armada,  chap,. '51. 
Introduction  of  tobacco  in  England,  chap, 7, 
War  in  Ireland: 

Smerwick  Bay,  chap. 9. 
Drake's  voyage  around  the  world. 
Explorations. 

Raleigh  the  Indian  in  England,  chap. 29, 
Discovery  of  Virginia, 
The  Lost  Colony, 

Death  of  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  chap, 13, 
Popish  plots, 

Hawkins  begins  slave  trade  with  Africa. 
Town,  city  or  place: 
Devon. 
London. 
Ireland. 
West  Indies. 

northern  coast  of  South  America, 
Society  &  manners  of  the  period: 

Relations  with  Jesuits. 
Inquisition. 

Insight  into  court  life. 
Life  of  country  gentlemen. 
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Life  of  sailor  of  th(:  period. 

Life  of  merchant  of  the  period. 

Antagonism  hetv^een  Protistantism  &  Catholicism. 

Boys'   school  of  the  time,  , 

Belief  in  witchcraft. 

Duelling, 

Paroling  of  prisoners. 
Growth  of  English  commerce. 
Growth  of  England's  maritime  pov^er. 
Critical  estimate: 

Westward  hoi  if  deserving  of  the  highest  commendation 
for  the  vigor  of  its  delineations  of  character,   the  vari- 
ety of  its  narration  and  description  and  the  general  cor- 
rectness of  its  historical  statements. 

North  American  Review, 
Oct.  1855,  81:290). 
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Autlior:         Scott,  Sir  Walter, 
Title:  The  Monastery, 

Period:  16th,  century.  Reformation  of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots'  reign 
Historical  personages: 

Douglas,  James,  Earl  of  Morton, 

Kennedy,  Gilbert,  Earl  of  Cassilis,  chap, 33, 

Knox,  John,  cur, 

Lyly,  John,  chap, 14, 

Mary  of  Guise,  Q,ueen  Regent,  cur, 

Percy,  Thomas,  7th, Earl  of  Northumberland,  cur, 

Seymour,  Edwi^rd,  Duke  of  Somerset,  chap, 2, 

Stuart,  Lord  James,  Earl  of  Murray,  cur, 

Stukely,  Thomas,  chap, 16. 

Yorke,  Rov/land,  chap,  16, 
Historical  events: 

Battle  of  Pinkie  Cleuch,  chap,  2-3, 

Borderland  strife. 

Plots  against  Queen  Elizabeth, 

Battle  at  Kennaquhair  (Melrose), 
Town,  city  or  place: 

Melrose  &  vicinity, 

Scottish  border. 
Society  &  manners  of  the  period: 

Court  costume,  chap, 16, 

Regard  of  the  Bible, 

Heresy, 

Belief  in  the  supernatural. 
Granting  of  Indulgences, 


-20- 

Euphuism, 

Life  &  dress  of  borderland  people. 
Duelling, 
Critical  estimate: 

It  is  a  sort  of  border  legend., ,  its  chief  beauty 
consists  in  the  fine  fresh  picture  it  reveals  of  the  or- 
dinary life  and  manners  of  th^^  various  classes  of  Scot- 
tish society  not  much,  at  all  events  not  very  immediately, 
or  very  consciously  concerned  in  the  great  decisions  of 
thought  which  agitated  the  busy  upper  intellect  of  the 
age  of  Elizabeth  and  Mary, 

Blackwoods'  Edinburgh  Magazine, 
Mar,  1820,  6:693. 
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Author:         Scott,   Sir  Walter,  bart. 
Title:  The  Abbott. 

Period:        About  1560-1570. 
Historical  personages: 

Douglas,  George,  cur, 

Douglas,  Jaines,  Earl  of  Morton,  cur. 

Erskine,  Margaret,  wife  of  Sir  William  Douglas  of  Loch- 

leven  Castle,  pis, 
Lindesay,  Patrick,  6th, Lord  of  Lindesay,  cur, 
Mary  Stuart,  Q,ueen  of  Scotland,  cur. 
Maxwell,  Sir  John,  4th, Lord  Herries,  chap, 22,  38, 
MelYille,  Sir  Robert,  cur, 
Ruthven,  Lord  William,  cur, 
Seyton,  Lord  George,  cur, 
Stuart,  James,  Earl  of  Murray,  cur,. 
Historical  events: 

Mary's  imprisonment  at  Lochleven, 
Mary's  forced  abdication. 

Attempt  &  failure  of  George  Douglas  to  free  Mary, 
Queen's  escape  from  Lochleven, 
Battle  of  Langside, 
Escape  to  England, 
Town,  city  or  place: 

Lochleyen  Castle, 

Edinburgh, 

Melrose, 
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Society  8c  manners  of  the  period: 
Masquerades,  chap, 14, 

Fights  for  rif^iiht  of  way  among  nobles,  chap, 17, 
Life  of  the  imprisoned  Q,ueen, 
Revels,  chap, 27, 
Religious  beliefs. 
Critical  estimate: 

Much  historic  interest  attaches  to  this  book 
on  account  of  its  very  complete  and  life-like  portrait 
of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  which,  though  too  favorable  and 
romantic,  has  with  the  accompanying  notes  many  details 
not  to  be  found  in  the  ordinary  histories.     The  hero's 
fortunes  are  implicated  with  those  of  the  unfortunate 
Q^ueen;  he  attends  upon  her  in  Lochleven  Castle,  assists 
George  Douglas  in  the  attempts  to  escape  and  is  present 
at  the  fatal  battle  of  Dumbarton,     Glimpses  are  given  of 
many  famous  personages,   the  Regent  Murray  and  the  other 
turbulant  nobles  of  the  Scottish  court,  the  Lady  of 
Lochleven  &:c . ;  while  the  historic  places,  Edinburgh, 
Melrose,  Lochleven  &c .  are  drawn  as  they  were  at  this 
period,  1567-63, 

Baker,     Guide  to  the 
best  fiction,  p,196. 
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